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mix pity with their valour : have they lost airy valour by
doing so ? In like manner, when we are angry with men
in these days, we are commonly angry with discrimination.
We make reserves ; we give some credit for good inten-
tions ; we make some allowance for temptations ; we are
sorry to be angry, and do not, like the ancients, enjoy the
passion as if it were wine. The question then arises, has
the passion of auger grown at all feebler in us ? Are we
at all emasculated by the complexity of our emotions P
To find an answer let us look at the great Exemplar of
modern characters; let us enquire whether he was feeble
iu his anger ; let us consider the wrath of the Lamb.

The faults of the legal party were such as it is very
difficult to reprove, because they were of so refined and
impalpable a character. These men had not been guilty
for the most part of open crime; if they had done wrong,
they had done so probably not without some good in-
tention ; if they had deluded others, they had deluded
themselves first. Christ recognised the impalpable, in-
sidious character of their corrupting influence when he
charged his followers to beware of the leaven, that is, the
infection, of the Pharisees. It is difficult to reprove a
party like this, without either making so many qualifi-
cations as to deprive the reproof of most of its force, or,
on the other hand, committing an apparent injustice. But
Christ's anger was not to be restrained- by such con-
siderations. One invective has been preserved, probably
on account of the concentrated passion of indignation
which breathes tlirough it, and perhaps also because, more
than anything else, it determined the legalists to lay their
plot against Christ's life. It makes no qualifications, it
says not a word about good intentions nor about over-
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